Captaine North (brother to the Lord North) who went with
Sir Walter, where is a large account of these matters. Mr.
Edmund Wyld knew him, and sayes he was a learned and sober
Gentleman and good Mathematician, but if you happened to
speake of Guiana he would be strangely passionate and say
*twas the blessedst countrey under the Sun, etc., reflecting on the
spoyling that brave Designe.
Captain Roger North was a most accomplished Gentleman:
he was a great Algebrist, which was rare in those dayes; but
he had the acquaintance of his fellow-Traveller Mr. Hariot.
He had excellent Collections and Remarques of his Voyages,
which were all unfortunately burnt in Fleet Street at the great
Conflagration of the City. This Family speakes not well of
Sir Walter Raleigh, that Sir Walter designed to breake with the
Spanyard, and to make himselfe popular in England. When he
came to Guiana, he could not show them where the Mines of
Gold were. He would have then gonne to the King of France
(Lewis XIII) but his owne men brought him back.
When Sir Walter Raleigh was carried prisoner from the
West to London, he lay at Salisbury, where, by his great Skill
in Chimistry, he made himself like a Leper : by which meanes
he thought he might retard his journey to a Prison : and study
his escape. Dr. Heydock was sent for to give his opinion, if
the Prisoner might be carried to London without danger of
his life. The Dr. feeles Sr. Walters Pulses, and found they did
beat well: and so detected the Imposture.
I have heard old Major Cosh say that Sir W. Raleigh did
not care to goe on the Thames in a Wherry-boate; he would
rather goe round about over London bridg.
When he was attached by the Officer about the business
which cost him his head, he was carried in a whery, I thinke
only with two men. King James was wont to say he was a
Coward to be so taken and conveyed, for els he might easily
have made his escape from so slight a guard.
I have heard my cosen Whitney say that he saw him in the
Tower. He had a velvet cap laced, and a rich Gowne and
trunke-hose.
He there (besides compiling his History of the World] studyed
Chymistry. The Earle of Northumberland was prisoner at
the same time, who was Patrone to Mr, Harriot and Mr. Warner,
two of the best Mathematicians then in the world, as also Mr.
Hues, who wrote De Globis. Serjeant Hoskins (the Poet) was
a prisoner there too : he was Sir Walter's Aristarchus,
At the end of his History of the World* he laments the Death
of the most noble and most hopefull Prince Henry, whose great